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A Guide to 
School Assessments and 
Pupil Levels
Introduction

Assessment is at the heart of teaching and learning.  We need to make judgements about what children have achieved – what they know, understand and can do – in order to help move them onto the next stages in learning and plan for their future needs in the whole curriculum.  A school has many different forms of assessment to ensure that they know what level your child is working at – questioning, marking, discussions and tests.  

End of Key Stage Assessments

Mandatory tests take place at the end of KS1 and 2 and focus upon the children’s responses to tasks and written tests across the attainment targets in the core subjects of English, Maths and Science.  We try to administer these tests with as little disruption to the curriculum as possible.  Your child may also sit ‘optional’ tests in Year 3, 4 and 5.  These help schools track pupil progress.

The following table shows you the different Key Stages and tests that your child will encounter as they move through school.
 

	Age
	Stage
	Year
	Tests

	3-4
4-5
	Foundation
	Nursery
Reception
	 

	5-6
6-7
	Key Stage 1
	Year 1
Year 2
	 
National tests and tasks in English and maths

	7-8
8-9
9-10
10-11
	Key Stage 2
	Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
	 
 
 
National tests in English, maths and science

	11-12
12-13
13-14
	Key Stage 3
	Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
	 
 
National tests in English maths and science

	14-16
15-16
	Key Stage 4
	Year 10
Year 11
	Some children take GCSE
Most children take GCSE or other national qualifications



Foundation Stage

At the end of the Foundation Stage, your child’s teacher will summarise the progress and learning needs of your child by using the Foundation Stage Profile.  This profile is a way of summing up each child’s 
progress in the six areas of learning:
*Personal and social and emotional development
*Communication, language and literacy
*Mathematical development
*Knowledge and understanding of the world
*Physical development
*Creative development
 
The Foundation Stage profile will be used by teachers to build up a picture of what a child has achieved knows and can do by the end of the Foundation Stage.  It will be based on teachers’ day-to-day observations of the child in the normal classroom environment.  There are no tests and no set tasks.  Parents and carers will play an important part in building this picture and teachers will share information with them about the progress their child has made.

Key Stage 1
In year 2 your child will do key stage tasks and tests in English and mathematics.  These are designed to fit into normal classroom activities.  Most children will be able to do the tasks that are set for them, and many children will also take the tests.  The tests are 
administered under test conditions.
 
Key Stage 2 (age 11) and Key Stage 3 (age 14)
In years 6 and 9 your child is tested in English, 
mathematics and science.  The questions are the same for all children in the year.  Schools can use the 
results from the tests to compare the progress of their pupils with that of children in other schools.  Teachers can use the test results to inform their teaching and learning. 

Your child compared to his or her age group


	 
	Beyond expectations

	 
	At level expected

	 
	Below expectations




	 
	Age 7
	Age 11
	Age 14

	Level 8
	 
	 
	 

	Level 7
	 
	 
	 

	Level 6
	 
	 
	 

	Level 5
	 
	 
	 

	Level 4A
Level 4B
Level 4C
	 
	 
	 

	Level 3A
Level 3B
Level 3C
	 
	 
	 

	Level 2A
Level 2B
Level 2C
	 
	 
	 

	Level 1 A
Level 1B
Level 1C
	 
	 
	 

	‘P’ Scales
	 
	 
	 



To help teachers know exactly how a child is progressing, levels can be broken down into;
• A - almost there/fully achieved
• B - working comfortably within
• C - beginning to work within
 
There are eight ‘full’ levels in the National Curriculum.  By the age of 7 children have normally achieved Level 2B.  However children who are not achieving above Level 2C may not be progressing well enough to achieve level 4 at the end of Key stage 2.  By age 11, children have normally achieved Level 4, and by age 14 they normally achieve level 5 or 6.  If your child has reached the expected level in the National Curriculum, it means that they know as much (or more than) most other children of the same age, and they have the same skills.
 
‘P’ Scales

The P scales were designed to provide a way of assessing children aged 5-16 who are working below level 1 of the National Curriculum.  They help teachers in planning future targets and also help them to review the progress of these children.  They will also give parents and carers a clear idea of their child’s progress.
The P scales break down into small achievable steps the important skills, knowledge and understanding which a child needs before moving on to work at the National Curriculum levels.
There are P scales for Literacy, Numeracy, Science, PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education), and ICT (Information and Communication Technology).  The P scales use eight levels, P1—P8.
They can be used in Primary, Secondary and Special Schools for children who may or may not have a Statement of Special Educational Needs.

Pupil Progress
 Pupil progress is tracked very carefully through school.  Each year your child will be set a target to ensure that they make good progress.  The movement towards this target is tracked termly and appropriate intervention is put into place for those children who are exceeding, or not reaching their targets.  Between Key Stage 1 and 2 it is expected that a child will make 2 full levels progress (6 sub-levels).  This means that a child who achieved 2B in their Key Stage 1 tests would be expected to achieve level 4B by their Key Stage 2 tests.  To ensure that this happens pupils need to progress 1 or 2 sub-levels each year e.g.
End of year 2 – 2B
End of year 3 – 3C
End of year 4 – 3A
End of year 5 – 4C
End of year 6 – 4B
 
Of course all children develop at very different rates.  It is very normal to have large progress jumps followed by periods where little progress appears to be made.  This is very normal.  As a school we would be tracking these cases carefully to ensure that they do not fall behind where we would like them to be.  If a child does fall behind national expectations they may be given extra support in class or placed on the Special Needs register.  This will ensure that they are given the appropriate intervention programme to ensure that progress continues.  This would be discussed with parents so that they have a clear picture of what the school is doing and why.
 
Pupil progress is hardest to judge when the children move between Key Stages.  The change from year 2 assessments to Year 3 assessments is large and children can often appear to have gone backwards.  This again is very normal and is reflected  nationally in the Year 3 Optional Test papers.  It is also difficult to compare levels between year groups.  A Level 4 in Year 3 is very good, but does not directly equate to a Level 4 in Year 6.
 
What will my child’s report tell me?

In July you will receive a written report on how your child is doing at school.  The report will tell you:
 
· How well your child is doing in all the National Curriculum subjects,
· What level your child is working at in English andmaths (year 1-6),
· How your child is getting on in general at school and what their attendance rate is. 
· Targets that will help your child to progress to the next sub-level

If your child is in Year 2 or 6 the report will also contain:

· The final Teacher Assessment level for your child at key stage 1,
· The results of your child’s Key Stage 2 tests,
· The levels your child achieved in all parts of each subject (for example, what levels they achieved in the reading and writing parts of the English test)

In some cases teachers may provide more detail by writing “2A with some elements of 3C”, or “2A/3C” on a report.  This is intended to give a more accurate assessment for your information, and is only used in borderline cases.
 
After you have received your child’s annual report you are invited to discuss any issues, questions or concerns with the class teacher.  If you have any questions about levels or assessments your child’s teacher will be happy to discuss these with you at this point.
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